Celebrating plants since 1880
MARCH 2019

Upcoming Speakers
April
• Pelargoniums out of Africa
John Schoustra
May
• Fire-Retardant Australian Plants
Jo O'Connell
June
• Begonias: Novel Grown and New
Introductions from Australia
Mike Flaherty
July
• No Meeting -- Our Annual Break

Garden Tours
Garden tours have been on hiatus
and will resume in April.
Kicking off the season on Sunday,
April 7, Elisa Reich invites us to her
"botanic garden," which features
themed beds that showcase cactus,
succulents, perennials, tropicals and
drought-tolerant plants.
Details will be available in the April
newsletter.
Helen Wong, Garden Tours
committee chair, is organizing tours
for the following months. If you
have a favorite garden that can
accommodate 25 to 40 avid
horticulturists, please contact Helen
or our President, Debby Lipp.
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Board Members
Horticultural Events Around Town
Thinking of Ireland... and a Nice
Cocktail
Please Renew Your Dues
Display, Raffle & Freebies Etiquette
Any AV Assistants Out There?

March General Meeting - March 6, 2019, 7 p.m.
Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church,
corner of Foothill and La Cumbre Roads
______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Heritage Mission-Era Plants of La Huerta Gardens
at the Old Mission Santa Barbara
This talk by Jerry Sortomme
(which was re-scheduled
from our December General
Meeting) will cover the
1769-1834 exact Historyscape Flora of Alta
California Mission plants.
At La Huerta Gardens, Jerry
defines heritage plants as
singularly unique plant
species or varieties or strains
that are accurate for the Alta
California mission era and have a distinctive storyline.
Those plants within the Old Mission's walled garden include
edible trees, such as ancient Mission citrus, fig, olive, pear and
pomegranate; edible shrubs and vines, such as Old Mission Santa
Barbara nopal cactus, Mission grapevine and Castillo sugarcane;
seasonal edibles such as Bolivian Rainbow chilis, maize/corn and
Sonora winter wheat; frontier herbs, such as horehound, sweet
mace and lemon verbena; and utilitarian crops, such as Pima
cotton, gourds and Cochineal Mission cactus.
La Huerta Gardens features ornamental and native plants from the
mission era as well. Ornamental plants include Rose of Castile,
Montezuma marigold, Blood of Christ begonia and Serra autumn
crocus. Indigenous flora includes Portola California sycamore,
Island Torrey pine, Sea Bluff white sage and Humqaq dudleya.
After retiring from SBCC as the Program Chair and an Instructor
in the Environmental Horticulture Department for 22 years, Jerry
created La Huerta Gardens. He is its manager and leads volunteers
on Wednesday Work Days and other days to maintain the gardens.
Jerry holds a California lifetime secondary education teaching
credential and is a long-established professor, nursery professional
and promoter of hands-on horticulture.
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Our Newest Volunteers
A warm welcome to our newest Board member, Bryn
Crutchfield.
Bryn is a Santa Barbara native, graduated from SBCC
in Environmental Horticulture and Ecological
Restoration and is especially interested in landscaping
with natives. She also volunteered at Monte Vista
School in the vegetable garden.
Thanks also to Janet Hunter, who volunteered to chair
the Publicity Committee.
Janet is a Massachusetts native, graduated from
UMass, and after 20 years as a computer programmer,
returned to school to study Environmental Horticulture
at SBCC and Longwood Gardens. She was a
professional gardener for 20 years, served as a docent
at Lotusland for 24 years and is "mostly retired" now.
Please note: we'd still welcome a few more directors to
attend board meetings and weigh in on the society's
direction and decisions. The Board meets for about an
hour on the second Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m.
at the Coffee Bean & Tea Leaf on Coast Village Road.

Our 2019 Directors & Committee Chairs
2019 Board Members
• President: Debby Lipp
• Vice President: OPEN
• Secretary: OPEN
• Treasurer: Gretchen Ingmanson
• Director: Diane Dunhill, Carolyn Koegler, Duke
McPherson, Dorothy Warnock, Bryn Crutchfield
• More Directors: OPEN
Committee Chairs
• Garden Tours: Helen Wong
• Membership: Duke McPherson
• Newsletter Editor: Joan S. Bolton
• Newsletter Distribution: Larry Disharoon
• Plant Sale & Plant Sale Assistant: OPEN
• Programs: Debby Lipp
• Programs Assistant: Duke McPherson
• Publicity: Janet Hunter
• Refreshments: Elisa Reich
• Scholarships: Dorothy Warnock.
General inquiries or to reach anyone listed above:
sbcountyhorticulturalsociety@gmail.com
Newsletter inquiries or event listings only:
joan_hortsociety@santabarbaragardens.com
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Horticultural Events Around Town
Friday, March 1
20 Years in the Atacama, The Land of the Copiapoas
Santa Barbara Cactus & Succulent Society
Speaker: Woody Minnich
The Atacama in northern
Chile is watered mainly by
amazing fogs, "the
Camanchacas," and is
among the driest deserts in
the world. Having visited Chile numerous times over
the last 20+ years, Woody has become familiar with
most all of the representatives of the dramatic
Copiapoa genus. He will share his exhilarating
experiences and overall magic of this wonderful arid
region.
Doors open at 6:45 p.m., Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church. Free.
Saturday, March 2
Straw Bale Gardening
Mesa Harmony Garden & UCCE Master Gardeners
No garden space, too many
gophers, poor soil, having
trouble bending over... no
problem! Master Gardeners
will be at Mesa Harmony
Garden to talk about the
possibilities of gardening in
straw bales. Find out everything you need to know
and why you might want to try it.
10 - 11:30 a.m., Mesa Harmony Garden, 500 Dolores
Drive, Santa Barbara. Free.
Thursday, March 14
Hot New Roses for 2019 and What's New with Bugs
Santa Barbara Rose Society
Speaker: Scott Klittich of Otto & Sons
7 p.m., Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church. Free.
Friday - Sunday, March 15 - 17
Santa Barbara International Orchid Show
The 47th annual event
features more than 50
exhibits, 40 vendors, floral
arrangements and corsages
managed by Las Floralias,
a juried exhibition of
orchid-themed fine art and photography... see pg 4
Top Right: Copiapoa longistaminea by Woody Minnich.
Middle Left and Bottom Right Photos: Joan S. Bolton.
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Thinking of Ireland
by Susan Chamberlin
It rained big time a few times this winter, and
things are popping out and up all over in the
hills, which are as green as Ireland. At least
that’s what I’m told by friends who have
recently visited the burn areas. As usual in
my garden, pink jasmine (Jasminum
polyanthum) was just in time for Valentine’s
Day. Well established, my jasmine vines
proved to be amazingly drought-tolerant.
They are somewhat invasive, but the
fragrance is heavenly, so I don’t mind.
After seven (or was it eight?) years of drought, I was surprised to see
the return of my Leucojum bulbs. I thought they had given up the
ghost. Years ago, I planted a few in an out-of-the way spot because
they can exist solely on rainfall and prefer light shade. Their clusters
of pendulous, white flowers with a green spot at the tip of each petal
and lush green, strap-shaped leaves look like they belong in the British
Isles, not our Mediterranean climate. Leucojum is actually native to a
wide range with differing climates and bloom, as I learned, when
moisture is adequate.
Leucojum aestivum is
commonly called summer
snowflake, although it blooms
in spring or earlier, depending
on rainfall. (The common name
“spring snowflake” is reserved
for Leucojum vernum because
vernum means “of the spring.”
Its flowers are similar, but there
is typically only one on a
shorter stalk.) L. aestivum is
native from Spain to the
Ukraine and the Caucasus. It is
also found in England, Ireland,
Turkey, and Iran and has
naturalized in south Australia.
A friend in Mission Canyon
with large clumps of naturalized
snowflakes says they bloomed
during the drought depending on when the little rain we had fell.

Member News
Please Renew Your Dues
Stay current with the society and
renew now. Your membership will
be good through December 2019.
Choose your category:
• Active Member, $20*
Whether for an individual or a
family.
• Associate Member, $15*
For currently enrolled students.
• Honorary Member, $0
Designated by the Society.
• Life Member, $0
No dues are required for members
who have reached their 80th
birthday.
Pay via check, cash or credit card
during our monthly meetings (look
for Duke McPherson at the back
table) or mail a check, payable to the
Santa Barbara County Horticultural
Society, to:
PO Box 31029, Santa Barbara, CA
93130-1029.
*Note: If you wish to receive the
monthly newsletter via US mail,
rather than e-mail, please add $10 to
your membership to defray the cost.
Each newsletter costs approximately
$2 in printing and postage. As such,
12 monthly mailings cost $24/year,
which is more than the annual dues.

Display, Raffle & Freebies

Another bulb that has naturalized here but is invasive is Oxalis pescaprae, commonly known as sourgrass, Bermuda buttercup, or
sometimes wood sorrel. Native to South Africa, it was... see pg 4

Plants for all three areas should be
fun, unusual, in tip-top condition
and bear labels.
Also, for Freebies:
• Bring clean, viable plant material
contained in bags or boxes
(please, no loose dirt!).
• Gather and take home leftovers
as there's no dumpster available.
• Help keep the area clean.

Above Right and Above Left: Leucojum aestivum, summer snowflake, which
blooms before summer and survives on rainfall alone--as long as we get rain.
Photos: S. Chamberlin.

Please do not bring invasive plants for
the Raffle Table or the Freebies Area. If
they're fabulous, it's okay to bring
invasives for the Display Table.
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Thinking of Ireland, from pg 3

Horticultural Events, from pg 2

imported long ago as an
ornamental for its bright
yellow flowers. It doesn’t
need irrigation or rainfall to
thrive, so the drought did
nothing to deter it in my
garden. Its leaves resemble
shamrocks. Another Oxalis
(O. acetosella) is sold at St.
Patrick’s Day as shamrocks. The three leaflets (also
found on a few other plants sold as shamrocks) are
symbolic of the Trinity.

showcasing the work of local and regional artists, and
orchid culture workshops.
General Admission: $14
Daily 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., Earl Warren Showgrounds.

With lots of sourgrass and ripe Meyer lemons
around, and with St. Patrick’s Day coming up, I
started tinkering around with a recipe (and its name) I
noticed in the March 2019 issue of Country Living by
Kate Richards.
Sourgrass Whiskey Sour (makes 1)
Muddle in a cocktail shaker:
¼ cup loosely packed sourgrass (Oxalis pescaprae) stems and leaves with
¾ oz. fresh Meyer lemon or lime juice
Add:
2 oz. Irish whiskey or bourbon or rye
1 oz. simple syrup
Fill shaker with ice, shake, and strain into a coup
glass; garnish with sourgrass leaves
There was only a
faint, grassy taste of
sourgrass in the
cocktail, so I
thought it might be
fun to omit the
leaves, muddle only
the stalks, and
maybe leave out the
citrus. However, I
needed a clear head
to make my
deadline, so those
experiments will
have to wait.
--------Top Right: Oxalis pes-caprae. Photo: Joan S. Bolton.
Above: Sourgrass whiskey sour made with Oxalis pes-caprae,
tastes only slightly different than a whiskey sour without the
sourgrass. Photo: S. Chamberlin.

Saturday, March 16
Native Plant Care 101
Santa Barbara Botanic Garden
Join Garden Grounds Manager Stephanie Ranes on a
walking tour of the Garden.
This course is for home
gardeners who are curious
about adding native plants
to their landscape or
creating a native plant
garden. Topics will include
identification, care and
maintenance of easy-togrow natives that are readily
available.
SBBG Member: $15; NonMember: $30
10 a.m. - noon,
1212 Mission Canyon Road, Santa Barbara.
Thursday, March 21
Water-Wise Garden Maintenance
Sweetwater Collaborative & City of Santa Barbara
Garden maintenance is the key to thriving plants,
biologically rich soil, lower water use and long-term
sustainability. In this class, learn the basics of plant
establishment, irrigation, pruning, fertilization/
mulching and weeding, to make the most of your
water-wise garden.
Suggested donation: $10/person; $15/couple.
6:30 - 8 p.m., Louise Lowry Davis Center, 1232 De
La Vina Street, Santa Barbara.
Above Right: Photo courtesy of Santa Barbara Botanic
Garden.

We're Still Seeking an AV Expert
Do you know a reliable high school or college student
who can set up and take down the audio-visual
equipment, and help set up and take down the tables
and chairs, at our monthly meetings?
This is a paid position. Hours are 6 to 9 p.m. and pay is
$50/meeting. To apply, contact Gretchen Ingmanson at
tikiinga@gmail.com or 805-452-0407.
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